TBS END OF THE PLAY,
notices, about sixty persons assembled* the night unfortunately being stormy, and, it is said, were held entranced for two hours and a half "by an abstract of " Eureka," although the charm must have been exercised by the personality of the poet rather than the substance of what he uttered; and indeed Poe seems to have been an eloquent and impressive speaker, as he had good right to be both by inheritance and by the natural endowments of Ms voice and person.
The lecture was imperfectly reported by a few of the city papers, but made no impression. Financially it had failed of its purpose, and therefore Poe, seeing no better means of obtaining funds, determined to publish the entire work, and at once offered it to Mr. Putnam, who many years afterward wrote an accounta of the interview wljiflh, though, doubtless essentially true, seems to be colored. He says that Poe was in a tremor of excitement and declared with intense earnestness and solemnity that the issue of the book was of momentous interest, that the truths disclosed in it were of more consequence than the discovery of gravitation, and that an edition of 50,000 copies would be but a beginning. Mr. Putnam confesses that he was impressed, and two clays later accepted the manuscript. An edition of 500 copies was printed without delay and published early in the Biimmer, in good form, under the title "Eureka; A Prose 1 Putnam's Magazine, iv. 471. N, S. (October, 1SB9.J
